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Much like the United States, the studies completed for both the BVI community, as well as

abled communities worldwide, are full of disadvantaged and often also young people.

(Mukwevho and Ngoepe, 2018), (Asencio, 2017), (Mulliken, 2019).

In South Africa, race is just one of the many issues that the average South African

information seeker faces (Mukwevho and Ngoepe, 2018, p.374). An additional challenge to

sharing information in South Africa and other developing nations is that information is

primarily shared via social media on a smartphone or other mobile device. These are two

aspects of web accessibility that visually impaired users particularly struggle with (Kreutzer,

2009), (Whitney and Kolar, 2020), (Mulliken, 2019).

Even amongst lower income users in the United States, a mobile device is typically the

primary or only device at their disposal (Kim and Padilla, 2020). It is easy to imagine how the
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struggles that even low-income Latinx children in Silicon Valley face could potentially scale up

to the BVI community speci�cally and on an international level for all users.

Fortunately, di�erent communities worldwide are attempting to assist the BVI and

disabled communities they serve. For example, Japan has been doing a lot of work

researching various braille technologies and methodologies, such as �nger braille (Matsuda et

al., 2010) and eBraille (Sugano et al., 2010). These vital technologies could easily be adapted

for the English language, and it is a wonder that they aren’t more widely studied.

The BVI community is a particularly vulnerable population, with about 90% of the

world’s visually impaired living in low-income settings. (World Health Organization, 2014).

Many of the resources referenced are not speci�cally about the BVI community. However, if

emerging nations as well as the poorer regions of the United States are unable to provide

basic internet services for their citizens and their young students at large, what chance do

libraries have of reaching the most vulnerable members of our local and international

communities?

References

Asencio, M. (2017). Collaborating for success: The digital library of the caribbean. Florida

International University, 818-825.

https://www.doi.org/1080/01930826.2017.1362902

Kim, C.J.H., & Padilla, A. (2020). Technology for educational purposes among low-income

latino children living in a mobile park in silicon valley: A case study, before and

during COVID-19.

ACCESSIBILITY AND TAGS



2/24/23, 11:17 PM INFO 200 Blog Report 6: International Struggles of the Blind and Visually Impaired – Page 2 – Rae Eggleston

https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/2022/11/13/blog-post-6-international-struggles-of-the-blind-and-visually-impaired/2/ 3/5

Kreutzer, T. (2009). Generation mobile: Online and digital media usage on mobile phones

among low-income urban youth in south africa. University of Cape Town, Centre for

Film and Media Studies, 1-102.

Matsuda, Y., Sakuma, I., Jimbo, Y., Kobayashi, E., Arafune,T., & Isomura, T. (2010). Emotional

communication in �nger braille. Advances in Human-Computer Interaction, 1-23.

https://www.doi.org/10.1155/2010/830759

Mukwevho, J., & Ngoepe, M. (2018). Taking archives to the people: The use of social media

as a tool to promote public archives in South Africa. Emerald Insight, 37(3), 374-388.

Mulliken, A. (March 2019). Eighteen blind library users’ experiences with library websites

and search tools in U.S. academic libraries: A qualitative study. College & Research

Libraries, 152-167.

Sugano, A., Ohta, M., Oda T., Miura, K., Goto S., Matsuura M., Maeda E., Ohshima, T., Yuji

Matsumoto & Takaoka, Y. (2010). eBraille: a web-based translation program for

Japanese text to braille. Emerald Insight, 20(5). 582-592.

World Health Organization. (2014). Visual impairment and blindness. Retrieved 13

November 2022, from http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs282/en/

Pages: 1 2

By Rae Eggleston 0 Comments

https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/2022/11/13/blog-post-6-international-struggles-of-the-blind-and-visually-impaired/
https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/author/phyllisrae/
https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/2022/11/13/blog-post-6-international-struggles-of-the-blind-and-visually-impaired/#respond


2/24/23, 11:17 PM INFO 200 Blog Report 6: International Struggles of the Blind and Visually Impaired – Page 2 – Rae Eggleston

https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/2022/11/13/blog-post-6-international-struggles-of-the-blind-and-visually-impaired/2/ 4/5

LEAVE A REPLY

The act of commenting on this site is an opt-in action and San Jose State University may not

be held liable for the information provided by participating in the activity.

Your email address will not be published. Required �elds are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website

Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

Comment



2/24/23, 11:17 PM INFO 200 Blog Report 6: International Struggles of the Blind and Visually Impaired – Page 2 – Rae Eggleston

https://ischoolblogs.sjsu.edu/info/phyllisrae/2022/11/13/blog-post-6-international-struggles-of-the-blind-and-visually-impaired/2/ 5/5

P O S T  C O M M E N T

Image by tartila on FreepikAshe Theme by WP Royal.

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/color-seamless-space-pattern_10838001.htm#query=wallpaper%20galaxy%20background&position=5&from_view=keyword
https://wp-royal-themes.com/

